
 
 

 
 

Morning Prayer 

Friday after  the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, “I dwell in the high 
and holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of 
the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite.” 

Isaiah 57:15 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.  

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him.  

Psalm 88 BCP p. 712 

O LORD, my God, my Savior, * 
by day and night I cry to you. 

Let my prayer enter into your presence; * 
incline your ear to my lamentation. 

For I am full of trouble; * 
my life is at the brink of the grave. 



 
 

 
 

I am counted among those who go down to the Pit; * 
I have become like one who has no strength; 

Lost among the dead, * 
like the slain who lie in the grave, 

Whom you remember no more, * 
for they are cut off from your hand. 

You have laid me in the depths of the Pit, * 
in dark places, and in the abyss. 

Your anger weighs upon me heavily, * 
and all your great waves overwhelm me. 

You have put my friends far from me; you have made me to be abhorred by them; * 
I am in prison and cannot get free. 

My sight has failed me because of trouble; * 
LORD, I have called upon you daily;  I have stretched out my hands to you. 

Do you work wonders for the dead? * 
will those who have died stand up and give you thanks? 

Will your loving-kindness be declared in the grave? * 
your faithfulness in the land of destruction? 

Will your wonders be known in the dark? * 
or your righteousness in the country where all is forgotten? 

But as for me, O LORD, I cry to you for help; * 
in the morning my prayer comes before you. 

LORD, why have you rejected me? * 
why have you hidden your face from me? 

Ever since my youth, I have been wretched and at the point of death; * 
I have borne your terrors with a troubled mind. 

Your blazing anger has swept over me; * 
your terrors have destroyed me; 

They surround me all day long like a flood; * 
they encompass me on every side. 

My friend and my neighbor you have put away from me, * 
and darkness is my only companion. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons  

The First Lesson  Judges 9:1-16,19-21 

A Reading from the Book of Judges. 

Now Abimelech son of Jerubbaal went to Shechem to his mother’s kinsfolk and said to them 
and to the whole clan of his mother’s family, “Say in the hearing of all the lords of Shechem, 
Which is better for you, that all seventy of the sons of Jerubbaal rule over you, or that one rule 
over you?’ Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.” So his mother’s kinsfolk spoke 
all these words on his behalf in the hearing of all the lords of Shechem; and their hearts inclined 
to follow Abimelech, for they said, “He is our brother.” They gave him seventy pieces of silver 
out of the temple of Baal-berith with which Abimelech hired worthless and reckless fellows, who 
followed him. He went to his father’s house at Ophrah, and killed his brothers the sons of 
Jerubbaal, seventy men, on one stone; but Jotham, the youngest son of Jerubbaal, survived, for 



 
 

 
 

he hid himself. Then all the lords of Shechem and all Beth-millo came together, and they went 
and made Abimelech king, by the oak of the pillar at Shechem.  

When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on the top of Mount Gerizim, and cried aloud 
and said to them, “Listen to me, you lords of Shechem, so that God may listen to you. The trees 
once went out to anoint a king over themselves. So they said to the olive tree, Reign over us.’ 
The olive tree answered them, Shall I stop producing my rich oil by which gods and mortals are 
honored, and go to sway over the trees?’ Then the trees said to the fig tree, You come and reign 
over us.’ But the fig tree answered them, Shall I stop producing my sweetness and my delicious 
fruit, and go to sway over the trees?’ Then the trees said to the vine, You come and reign over 
us.’ But the vine said to them, Shall I stop producing my wine that cheers gods and mortals, and 
go to sway over the trees?’ So all the trees said to the bramble, You come and reign over us.’ 
And the bramble said to the trees, If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, then 
come and take refuge in my shade; but if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the 
cedars of Lebanon.’ “Now therefore, if you acted in good faith and honor when you made 
Abimelech king, and if you have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his house, and have done to him 
as his actions deserved— if, I say, you have acted in good faith and honor with Jerubbaal and 
with his house this day, then rejoice in Abimelech, and let him also rejoice in you; but if not, let 
fire come out from Abimelech, and devour the lords of Shechem, and Beth-millo; and let fire 
come out from the lords of Shechem, and from Beth-millo, and devour Abimelech.” Then 
Jotham ran away and fled, going to Beer, where he remained for fear of his brother Abimelech.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

10. The Second Song of Isaiah Isaiah 55:6-11 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; * 
call upon him when he draws near. 

Let the wicked forsake their ways * 
and the evil ones their thoughts; 

And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, * 
and to our God, for he will richly pardon. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, * 
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord. 

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, * 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens * 
and return not again, but water the earth, 

Bringing forth life and giving growth, * 
seed for sowing and bread for eating, 

So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; * 
it will not return to me empty; 

But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, * 
and prosper in that for which I sent it. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

The Second Lesson  John 2:2-12 

A Reading from the Gospel According to John. 

Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother 
of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that 
to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he 
tells you.” Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled 
them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” 
So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 
bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine 
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.” Jesus did this, 
the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and his disciples; and they 
remained there a few days.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

18. A Song to the Lamb Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power * 
are yours by right, O Lord our God, 

For you created everything that is, * 
and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, * 
for with your blood you have redeemed for God, 

From every family, language, people, and nation, * 
a kingdom of priests to serve our God. 

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, * 
and to Christ the Lamb, 

Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, * 
for ever and for evermore. 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 



 
 

 
 

 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers BCP p. 97 

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 



 
 

 
 

R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

John Mason Neale, Priest, 1866 

Grant, O God, that in all time of our testing we may know your presence and obey your 
will;that, following the example of your servant John Mason Neale, we may with integrity and 
courage accomplish what you give us to do, and endure what you give us to bear; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

A Collect for Fridays  

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered 
not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, 
may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 



 
 

 
 

by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20,21 


