
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

The  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants, for Jesus' sake. For the same God who said, “Out of darkness let light shine,” has 
caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed!  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at all times to be 
praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds. 

Psalm 19 BCP p. 606 



 
 

 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God, * 
and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

One day tells its tale to another, * 
and one night imparts knowledge to another. 

Although they have no words or language, * 
and their voices are not heard, 

Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 
and their message to the ends of the world. 

In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 
it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber;  it rejoices like a champion to run its 
course. 

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the end of it again; * 
nothing is hidden from its burning heat. 

The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 

The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 
the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 

The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

By them also is your servant enlightened, * 
and in keeping them there is great reward. 

Who can tell how often he offends? * 
cleanse me from my secret faults. 

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion over me; * 
then shall I be whole and sound,  and innocent of a great offense. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, * 
O LORD, my strength and my redeemer. 

Psalm 46 BCP p. 649 

God is our refuge and strength, * 
a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 
and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 

Though its waters rage and foam, * 
and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * 
God shall help her at the break of day. 

The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, * 
what awesome things he has done on earth. 



 
 

 
 

It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  and burns the shields with fire. 

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 
I will be exalted among the nations;  I will be exalted in the earth.” 

The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lesson John 3:22-36 

A Reading from the Gospel According to John. 

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he spent some time there 
with them and baptized. John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was 
abundant there; and people kept coming and were being baptized —John, of course, had not yet 
been thrown into prison. Now a discussion about purification arose between John’s disciples and 
a Jew. They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, the one who was with you across the Jordan, 
to whom you testified, here he is baptizing, and all are going to him.” John answered, “No one 
can receive anything except what has been given from heaven. You yourselves are my witnesses 
that I said,  I am not the Messiah, but I have been sent ahead of him.’ He who has the bride is 
the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom’s voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled. He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth belongs to 
the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from heaven is above all. He 
testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted 
his testimony has certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of 
God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things 
in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see 
life, but must endure God’s wrath.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

15. The Song of Mary Luke 1:46-55 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 



 
 

 
 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 



 
 

 
 

 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and for ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, 
who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Sundays  

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of death and prepared 
for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for his 
resurrection, may praise you in that City of which he is the light, and where he lives and reigns 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 



 
 

 
 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Romans 15:13 


