
 
 

 
 

Morning Prayer 

Thursday after  the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

The hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. 

John 4:23 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 80 

Officiant Lord, open our lips. 
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Venite Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

Psalm 50 BCP p. 654 

The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; * 
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, * 
God reveals himself in glory. 

Our God will come and will not keep silence; * 
before him there is a consuming flame,  and round about him a raging storm. 

He calls the heavens and the earth from above * 
to witness the judgment of his people. 



 
 

 
 

“Gather before me my loyal followers, * 
those who have made a covenant with me  and sealed it with sacrifice.” 

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; * 
for God himself is judge. 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak: “O Israel, I will bear witness against you; * 
for I am God, your God. 

I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; * 
your offerings are always before me. 

I will take no bull-calf from your stalls, * 
nor he-goats out of your pens; 

For all the beasts of the forest are mine, * 
the herds in their thousands upon the hills. 

I know every bird in the sky, * 
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight. 

If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * 
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 

Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, * 
or drink the blood of goats? 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
and make good your vows to the Most High. 

Call upon me in the day of trouble; * 
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.” 

But to the wicked God says: * 
“Why do you recite my statutes,  and take my covenant upon your lips; 

Since you refuse discipline, * 
and toss my words behind your back? 

When you see a thief, you make him your friend, * 
and you cast in your lot with adulterers. 

You have loosed your lips for evil, * 
and harnessed your tongue to a lie. 

You are always speaking evil of your brother * 
and slandering your own mother’s son. 

These things you have done, and I kept still, * 
and you thought that I am like you.” 

“I have made my accusation; * 
I have put my case in order before your eyes. 

Consider this well, you who forget God, * 
lest I rend you and there be none to deliver you. 

Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; * 
but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God.” 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons    

The First Lesson  1 Samuel 28:3-20 

A Reading from the First Book of Samuel. 



 
 

 
 

Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his own 
city. Saul had expelled the mediums and the wizards from the land. The Philistines assembled, 
and came and encamped at Shunem. Saul gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. 
When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. When 
Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, not by dreams, or by Urim, or by 
prophets.  

Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, so that I may go to 
her and inquire of her.” His servants said to him, “There is a medium at Endor.” So Saul 
disguised himself and put on other clothes and went there, he and two men with him. They came 
to the woman by night. And he said, “Consult a spirit for me, and bring up for me the one 
whom I name to you.” The woman said to him, “Surely you know what Saul has done, how he 
has cut off the mediums and the wizards from the land. Why then are you laying a snare for my 
life to bring about my death?” But Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As the LORD lives, no 
punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up 
for you?” He answered, “Bring up Samuel for me.” When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out 
with a loud voice; and the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” The 
king said to her, “Have no fear; what do you see?” The woman said to Saul, “I see a divine being 
coming up out of the ground.” He said to her, “What is his appearance?” She said, “An old man 
is coming up; he is wrapped in a robe.” So Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his 
face to the ground, and did obeisance.  

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” Saul answered, “I 
am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and God has turned away from 
me and answers me no more, either by prophets or by dreams; so I have summoned you to tell 
me what I should do.” Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from 
you and become your enemy? The LORD has done to you just as he spoke by me; for the 
LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand, and given it to your neighbor, David. Because 
you did not obey the voice of the LORD, and did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, 
therefore the LORD has done this thing to you today. Moreover the LORD will give Israel along 
with you into the hands of the Philistines; and tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me; the 
LORD will also give the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines.”  

Immediately Saul fell full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the words of Samuel; 
and there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day and all night.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

8. The Song of Moses Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 
the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
Yahweh is his Name. 



 
 

 
 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 
the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 

You will bring them in and plant them * 
on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign * 
for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Second Lesson  Acts 15:1-11 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are 
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the 
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the apostles and the 
elders. So they were sent on their way by the church, and as they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samaria, they reported the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the 
believers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and 
the elders, and they reported all that God had done with them. But some believers who belonged 
to the sect of the Pharisees stood up and said, “It is necessary for them to be circumcised and 
ordered to keep the law of Moses.”  

The apostles and the elders met together to consider this matter. After there had been much 
debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “My brothers, you know that in the early days God 
made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the 
message of the good news and become believers. And God, who knows the human heart, 
testified to them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as he did to us; and in cleansing their hearts 
by faith he has made no distinction between them and us. Now therefore why are you putting 
God to the test by placing on the neck of the disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we 
have been able to bear? On the contrary, we believe that we will be saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, just as they will.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
 

 
 

20. Glory to God BCP p. 94 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to his people on earth.   

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.   

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world:  
have mercy on us;  

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.   

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers BCP p. 97 

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 



 
 

 
 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B  

V. Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 
R. Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V. Day by day we bless you; 
R. We praise your name for ever. 
V. Lord, keep us from all sin today; 
R. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
V. Lord, show us your love and mercy; 
R. For we put our trust in you. 
V. In you, Lord, is our hope; 
R. And we shall never hope in vain. 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our 
ignorance in asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things 
which for our unworthiness we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the 
worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Guidance  

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide 
and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not 
forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others. 



 
 

 
 

The General Thanksgiving BCP p. 101 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore.  Amen. 

2 Corinthians 13:14  


