
Evening Prayer

St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.”

John 8:12

BCP p. 117

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

O Gracious Light
 

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 97
BCP p. 726

The LORD is King;
let the earth rejoice; *
let the multitude of the isles be glad.

Clouds and darkness are round about him, *
righteousness and justice are the foundations of his throne.

A fire goes before him *
and burns up his enemies on every side.

His lightnings light up the world; *
the earth sees it and is afraid.



The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the LORD, *
at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth.

The heavens declare his righteousness, *
and all the peoples see his glory.

Confounded be all who worship carved images
and delight in false gods! *
Bow down before him, all you gods.

Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, *
because of your judgments, O LORD.

For you are the LORD,
most high over all the earth; *
you are exalted far above all gods.

The LORD loves those who hate evil; *
he preserves the lives of his saints
 and delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

Light has sprung up for the righteous, *
and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted.

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, *
and give thanks to his holy Name.

Psalm 138
BCP p. 793

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; *
before the gods I will sing your praise.

I will bow down toward your holy temple
and praise your Name, *
because of your love and faithfulness;

For you have glorified your Name *
and your word above all things.

When I called, you answered me; *
you increased my strength within me.

All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, *
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, *
that great is the glory of the LORD.

Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; *
he perceives the haughty from afar.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
 your right hand shall save me.

The LORD will make good his purpose for me; *
O LORD, your love endures for ever;
 do not abandon the works of your hands.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.



The Lessons
 

The First Lesson Isa. 49:1-6

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD called me 
before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. He made my mouth like 
a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his 
quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be 
glorified.” But I said, “I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength for nothing and 
vanity; yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and my reward with my God.” And now the 
LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and 
that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God 
has become my strength— he says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to 
raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to 
the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

15. The Song of Mary Luke 1:46-55

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm, *
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,

The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Second Lesson Gal. 2:1-9

A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians.



Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with
me. I went up in response to a revelation. Then I laid before them (though only in a private 
meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in 
order to make sure that I was not running, or had not run, in vain. But even Titus, who was 
with me, was not compelled to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. But because of false 
believers secretly brought in, who slipped in to spy on the freedom we have in Christ Jesus, 
so that they might enslave us— we did not submit to them even for a moment, so that the 
truth of the gospel might always remain with you. And from those who were supposed to be 
acknowledged leaders (what they actually were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality) —those leaders contributed nothing to me. On the contrary, when they saw that I 
had been entrusted with the gospel for the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted 
with the gospel for the circumcised (for he who worked through Peter making him an apostle 
to the circumcised also worked through me in sending me to the Gentiles), and when James 
and Cephas and John, who were acknowledged pillars, recognized the grace that had been 
given to me, they gave to Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, agreeing that we 
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

17. The Song of Simeon
Luke 2:29-32

Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:

A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,



the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages B
 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful.
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.



That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their martyrdom: 
Grant that your Church, instructed by their teaching and example, and knit together in unity 
by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

A Collect for Saturdays
 

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, 
that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give 
you glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission
 

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship 
you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere
love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.

2 Corinthians 13:14 
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