
Evening Prayer

Friday after  the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

Seek him who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns deep darkness into the morning, and 
darkens the day into night; who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out upon the 
surface of the earth: The Lord is his name.

Amos 5:8

Confession of Sin
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
 

BCP p. 117

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.



O Gracious Light
 

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 141
BCP p. 797

O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; *
hear my voice when I cry to you.

Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, *
the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.

Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD,
and guard the door of my lips; *
let not my heart incline to any evil thing.

Let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers, *
nor eat of their choice foods.

Let the righteous smite me in friendly rebuke;
let not the oil of the unrighteous anoint my head; *
for my prayer is continually against their wicked deeds.

Let their rulers be overthrown in stony places, *
that they may know my words are true.

As when a plowman turns over the earth in furrows, *
let their bones be scattered at the mouth of the grave.

But my eyes are turned to you, Lord GOD; *
in you I take refuge;
 do not strip me of my life.

Protect me from the snare which they have laid for me *
and from the traps of the evildoers.

Let the wicked fall into their own nets, *
while I myself escape.

Psalm 143
BCP p. 798

LORD, hear my prayer,
and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; *
answer me in your righteousness.



Enter not into judgment with your servant, *
for in your sight shall no one living be justified.

For my enemy has sought my life;
he has crushed me to the ground; *
he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead.

My spirit faints within me; *
my heart within me is desolate.

I remember the time past;
I muse upon all your deeds; *
I consider the works of your hands.

I spread out my hands to you; *
my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land.

O LORD, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; *
do not hide your face from me
 or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit.

Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning,
for I put my trust in you; *
show me the road that I must walk,
 for I lift up my soul to you.

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD, *
for I flee to you for refuge.

Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; *
let your good Spirit lead me on level ground.

Revive me, O LORD, for your Name’s sake; *
for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble.

[Of your goodness, destroy my enemies
and bring all my foes to naught, *
for truly I am your servant.]

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

The First Lesson Acts 24:24-25:12

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Some days later when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul 
and heard him speak concerning faith in Christ Jesus. And as he discussed justice, self-
control, and the coming judgment, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for the 
present; when I have an opportunity, I will send for you.” At the same time he hoped that 
money would be given him by Paul, and for that reason he used to send for him very often 
and converse with him. After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; 
and since he wanted to grant the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison. 

Three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem 
where the chief priests and the leaders of the Jews gave him a report against Paul. They 
appealed to him and requested, as a favor to them against Paul, to have him transferred to 
Jerusalem. They were, in fact, planning an ambush to kill him along the way. Festus replied 



that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and that he himself intended to go there shortly. “So,” 
he said, “let those of you who have the authority come down with me, and if there is anything
wrong about the man, let them accuse him.” After he had stayed among them not more than 
eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea; the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and 
ordered Paul to be brought. When he arrived, the Jews who had gone down from Jerusalem 
surrounded him, bringing many serious charges against him, which they could not prove. 
Paul said in his defense, “I have in no way committed an offense against the law of the Jews, 
or against the temple, or against the emperor.” But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, 
asked Paul, “Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and be tried there before me on these 
charges?” Paul said, “I am appealing to the emperor’s tribunal; this is where I should be tried.
I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you very well know. Now if I am in the wrong and have
committed something for which I deserve to die, I am not trying to escape death; but if there 
is nothing to their charges against me, no one can turn me over to them. I appeal to the 
emperor.” Then Festus, after he had conferred with his council, replied, “You have appealed 
to the emperor; to the emperor you will go.” 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

13. A Song of Praise Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Apostles’ Creed
BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.



V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to 
give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things 
for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

A Collect for Fridays
 

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your servants 
so to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully 
in you and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies’ sake. Amen.

A Prayer for Mission
 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit
of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Romans 15:13
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