
Evening Prayer

Monday after  the Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

Worship the Lord in the beauty of his holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him.

Psalm 96:9

Confession of Sin
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen.

Invitatory and Psalter
 

BCP p. 117

Officiant O God, make speed to save us.
People O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.



O Gracious Light
 

O gracious light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!

Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of Life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Psalm 4
BCP p. 587

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
 have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
 and run after false gods?”

Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; *
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me.

Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

Offer the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the LORD.

Many are saying,
“Oh, that we might see better times!” *
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD.

You have put gladness in my heart, *
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.

I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.

Psalm 7
BCP p. 590

O LORD my God, I take refuge in you; *
save and deliver me from all who pursue me;

Lest like a lion they tear me in pieces *
and snatch me away with none to deliver me.

O LORD my God, if I have done these things: *
if there is any wickedness in my hands,

If I have repaid my friend with evil, *
or plundered him who without cause is my enemy;



Then let my enemy pursue and overtake me, *
trample my life into the ground,
 and lay my honor in the dust.

Stand up, O LORD, in your wrath; *
rise up against the fury of my enemies.

Awake, O my God, decree justice; *
let the assembly of the peoples gather round you.

Be seated on your lofty throne, O Most High; *
O LORD, judge the nations.

Give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O LORD, *
and according to my innocence, O Most High.

Let the malice of the wicked come to an end,
but establish the righteous; *
for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God.

God is my shield and defense; *
he is the savior of the true in heart.

God is a righteous judge; *
God sits in judgment every day.

If they will not repent, God will whet his sword; *
he will bend his bow and make it ready.

He has prepared his weapons of death; *
he makes his arrows shafts of fire.

Look at those who are in labor with wickedness, *
who conceive evil, and give birth to a lie.

They dig a pit and make it deep *
and fall into the hole that they have made.

Their malice turns back upon their own head; *
their violence falls on their own scalp.

I will bear witness that the LORD is righteous; *
I will praise the Name of the LORD Most High.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

The First Lesson Acts 26:1-23

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out 
his hand and began to defend himself: “I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King 
Agrippa, I am to make my defense today against all the accusations of the Jews, because you 
are especially familiar with all the customs and controversies of the Jews; therefore I beg of 
you to listen to me patiently. “All the Jews know my way of life from my youth, a life spent 
from the beginning among my own people and in Jerusalem. They have known for a long 
time, if they are willing to testify, that I have belonged to the strictest sect of our religion and 
lived as a Pharisee. And now I stand here on trial on account of my hope in the promise made
by God to our ancestors, a promise that our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly 



worship day and night. It is for this hope, your Excellency, that I am accused by Jews! Why 
is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? “Indeed, I myself was 
convinced that I ought to do many things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And that is 
what I did in Jerusalem; with authority received from the chief priests, I not only locked up 
many of the saints in prison, but I also cast my vote against them when they were being 
condemned to death. By punishing them often in all the synagogues I tried to force them to 
blaspheme; and since I was so furiously enraged at them, I pursued them even to foreign 
cities. 

”With this in mind, I was traveling to Damascus with the authority and commission of the 
chief priests, when at midday along the road, your Excellency, I saw a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, shining around me and my companions. When we had all fallen to the 
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, Saul, Saul, why are you �
persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.’ I asked, Who are you, Lord?’ The �
Lord answered, I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. But get up and stand on your feet; for�
I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in 
which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you. I will rescue you from 
your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you to open their eyes so that they
may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ “After that, 
King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in 
Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the countryside of Judea, and also to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God and do deeds consistent with repentance. 
For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. To this day I have had 
help from God, and so I stand here, testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but 
what the prophets and Moses said would take place: that the Messiah must suffer, and that, by
being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people and to the 
Gentiles.” 

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

8. The Song of Moses Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *
the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *
the Lord has become my Savior.

This is my God and I will praise him, *
the God of my people and I will exalt him.

The Lord is a mighty warrior; *
Yahweh is his Name.

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *
the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *
they sank into the depths like a stone.

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *
your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *
who is like you, glorious in holiness,
awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?



You stretched forth your right hand; *
the earth swallowed them up.

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *
with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.

You will bring them in and plant them *
on the mount of your possession,

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *
the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.

The Lord shall reign *
for ever and for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
BCP p. 96

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
 

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

The Lord’s Prayer
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,



thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Suffrages A
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be 
given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Protection
 

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and 
the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask 
for your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; 
through him who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



A Prayer for Mission
 

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit
of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
BCP p. 102

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
imagine: Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20,21
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