
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

Wednesday after  the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” 

John 8:12 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed!  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at all times to be 
praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds. 

Psalm 12 BCP p. 597 



 
 

 
 

Help me, LORD, for there is no godly one left; * 
the faithful have vanished from among us. 

Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 
with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

Oh, that the LORD would cut off all smooth tongues, * 
and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

Those who say, “With our tongue will we prevail; * 
our lips are our own; who is lord over us?” 

“Because the needy are oppressed, and the poor cry out in misery, * 
I will rise up,” says the LORD,  “and give them the help they long for.” 

The words of the LORD are pure words, * 
like silver refined from ore  and purified seven times in the fire. 

O LORD, watch over us * 
and save us from this generation for ever. 

The wicked prowl on every side, * 
and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 

Psalm 13 BCP p. 597 

How long, O LORD? will you forget me for ever? * 
how long will you hide your face from me? 

How long shall I have perplexity in my mind, and grief in my heart, day after day? * 
how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; * 
give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” * 
and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I put my trust in your mercy; * 
my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has dealt with me richly; * 
I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 

Psalm 14 BCP p. 598 

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” * 
All are corrupt and commit abominable acts;  there is none who does any good. 

The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all, * 
to see if there is any who is wise,  if there is one who seeks after God. 

Every one has proved faithless; all alike have turned bad; * 
there is none who does good; no, not one. 

Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 
who eat up my people like bread  and do not call upon the LORD? 

See how they tremble with fear, * 
because God is in the company of the righteous. 

Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 
but the LORD is their refuge. 

Oh, that Israel’s deliverance would come out of Zion! * 
when the LORD restores the fortunes of his people,  Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

The Lesson Acts 27:9-26 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, because even the Fast had already 
gone by, Paul advised them, saying, “Sirs, I can see that the voyage will be with danger and much 
heavy loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” But the centurion paid 
more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said.  

Since the harbor was not suitable for spending the winter, the majority was in favor of putting to 
sea from there, on the chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, where they could spend 
the winter. It was a harbor of Crete, facing southwest and northwest. When a moderate south 
wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve their purpose; so they weighed anchor and 
began to sail past Crete, close to the shore. But soon a violent wind, called the northeaster, 
rushed down from Crete. Since the ship was caught and could not be turned head-on into the 
wind, we gave way to it and were driven. By running under the lee of a small island called Cauda 
we were scarcely able to get the ship’s boat under control. After hoisting it up they took 
measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis, they lowered the 
sea anchor and so were driven. We were being pounded by the storm so violently that on the 
next day they began to throw the cargo overboard, and on the third day with their own hands 
they threw the ship’s tackle overboard. When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and 
no small tempest raged, all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned.  

Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, 
“Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this 
damage and loss. I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among 
you, but only of the ship. For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom I 
belong and whom I worship, and he said, Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the 
emperor; and indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.’ So keep up 
your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. But we will 
have to run aground on some island.”  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

12. A Song of Creation Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

I    The Cosmic Order 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 



 
 

 
 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
all winds and fire and heat. 

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow 

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
O shining light and enfolding dark. 

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

II    The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
O whales and all that move in the waters. 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
and all you flocks and herds. 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

III    The People of God 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 



 
 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  



 
 

 
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be 
given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A Collect for Aid against Perils  

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with us all evermore.  Amen. 



 
 

 
 

2 Corinthians 13:14  


