
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

Friday after  the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I have set the 
Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall. 

Psalm 16:7,8 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed!  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at all times to be 
praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

Psalm 22 BCP p. 610 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 
and are so far from my cry  and from the words of my distress? 

O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 
by night as well, but I find no rest. 

Yet you are the Holy One, * 
enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 
they trusted, and you delivered them. 

They cried out to you and were delivered; * 
they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 

But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 
scorned by all and despised by the people. 

All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 
they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 

“He trusted in the LORD; let him deliver him; * 
let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 

Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 
and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 

I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 
you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 
and there is none to help. 

Many young bulls encircle me; * 
strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 

They open wide their jaws at me, * 
like a ravening and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; * 
my heart within my breast is melting wax. 

My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; * 
and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 

Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * 
they pierce my hands and my feet;  I can count all my bones. 

They stare and gloat over me; * 
they divide my garments among them;  they cast lots for my clothing. 

Be not far away, O LORD; * 
you are my strength; hasten to help me. 

Save me from the sword, * 
my life from the power of the dog. 

Save me from the lion’s mouth, * 
my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 

I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 
in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

Praise the LORD, you that fear him; * 
stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel;  all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 

For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither does he hide his face from 
them; * 
but when they cry to him he hears them. 

My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 



 
 

 
 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * 
“May your heart live for ever!” 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * 
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 

For kingship belongs to the LORD; * 
he rules over the nations. 

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 
all who go down to the dust fall before him. 

My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 
they shall be known as the LORD’S for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 
the saving deeds that he has done. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lessons Acts 28:1-16 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was called Malta. The natives 
showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, they kindled a fire and 
welcomed all of us around it. Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the 
fire, when a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. When the natives saw the 
creature hanging from his hand, they said to one another, “This man must be a murderer; though 
he has escaped from the sea, justice has not allowed him to live.” He, however, shook off the 
creature into the fire and suffered no harm. They were expecting him to swell up or drop dead, 
but after they had waited a long time and saw that nothing unusual had happened to him, they 
changed their minds and began to say that he was a god. Now in the neighborhood of that place 
were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius, who received us and 
entertained us hospitably for three days. It so happened that the father of Publius lay sick in bed 
with fever and dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting his hands on 
him. After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases also came and 
were cured. They bestowed many honors on us, and when we were about to sail, they put on 
board all the provisions we needed.  

Three months later we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island, an Alexandrian ship with 
the Twin Brothers as its figurehead. We put in at Syracuse and stayed there for three days; then 
we weighed anchor and came to Rhegium. After one day there a south wind sprang up, and on 
the second day we came to Puteoli. There we found believers and were invited to stay with them 
for seven days. And so we came to Rome. The believers from there, when they heard of us, 
came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul 
thanked God and took courage. When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, 
with the soldier who was guarding him.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

13. A Song of Praise Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 



 
 

 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 

Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 

Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 

Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 



 
 

 
 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may continually be 
given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley, Bishops, 1555, and Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, 1556 

Keep us, O Lord, constant in faith and zealous in witness, that, like your servants Hugh Latimer, 
Nicholas Ridley, and Thomas Cranmer we may live in your fear, die in your favor, and rest in 
your peace; for the sake of Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

A Collect for Fridays  

Lord Jesus Christ, by your death you took away the sting of death: Grant to us your servants so 
to follow in faith where you have led the way, that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in you 
and wake up in your likeness; for your tender mercies’ sake. Amen. 



 
 

 
 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth upon us the spirit 
of love, that in companionship with one another your abounding grace may increase among us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20,21 


