
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

Saturday after  the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is 
not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both 
alike. 

Psalm 139:10,11 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed!  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at all times to be 
praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds. 



 
 

 
 

Psalm 138 BCP p. 793 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; * 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your Name, * 
because of your love and faithfulness; 

For you have glorified your Name * 
and your word above all things. 

When I called, you answered me; * 
you increased my strength within me. 

All the kings of the earth will praise you, O LORD, * 
when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the LORD, * 
that great is the glory of the LORD. 

Though the LORD be high, he cares for the lowly; * 
he perceives the haughty from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; * 
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  your right hand shall save me. 

The LORD will make good his purpose for me; * 
O LORD, your love endures for ever;  do not abandon the works of your hands. 

Psalm 139 BCP p. 794 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; * 
you know my sitting down and my rising up;  you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

Where can I go then from your Spirit? * 
where can I flee from your presence? 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; * 
if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning * 
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Even there your hand will lead me * 
and your right hand hold me fast. 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, * 
and the light around me turn to night,” 

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; * 
darkness and light to you are both alike. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret  and woven in the depths of the earth. 



 
 

 
 

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day,  when as yet there was none of them. 

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

[Oh, that you would slay the wicked, O God! * 
You that thirst for blood, depart from me. 

They speak despitefully against you; * 
your enemies take your Name in vain. 

Do I not hate those, O LORD, who hate you? * 
and do I not loathe those who rise up against you? 

I hate them with a perfect hatred; * 
they have become my own enemies. 

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; * 
try me and know my restless thoughts. 

Look well whether there be any wickedness in me * 
and lead me in the way that is everlasting.] 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lesson Acts 15:22-35 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose men 
from among their members and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent 
Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers, with the following letter: “The 
brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the believers of Gentile origin in Antioch and Syria 
and Cilicia, greetings. Since we have heard that certain persons who have gone out from us, 
though with no instructions from us, have said things to disturb you and have unsettled your 
minds, we have decided unanimously to choose representatives and send them to you, along 
with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, who have risked their lives for the sake of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell you the same things by 
word of mouth. For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you no further 
burden than these essentials: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from 
blood and from what is strangled and from fornication. If you keep yourselves from these, you 
will do well. Farewell.” So they were sent off and went down to Antioch. When they gathered 
the congregation together, they delivered the letter. When its members read it, they rejoiced at 
the exhortation. Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets, said much to encourage and 
strengthen the believers. After they had been there for some time, they were sent off in peace by 
the believers to those who had sent them. But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, and 
there, with many others, they taught and proclaimed the word of the Lord.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

9. The First Song of Isaiah Isaiah 12:2-6 



 
 

 
 

Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
and he will be my Savior. 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
from the springs of salvation. 

And on that day you shall say, * 
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
and this is known in all the world. 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  



 
 

 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B  

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful. 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 
judgment seat of Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 
entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 
We entreat you, O Lord. 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who 
confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and for ever.  Amen. 

John Henry Hobart, Bishop of New York, 1830 

Revive your church, Lord God of hosts, whenever it falls into complacency and sloth, by raising 
up devoted leaders like your servant John Henry Hobart; and grant that their faith and vigor of 
mind may awaken your people to your message and their mission; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 



 
 

 
 

A Collect for Saturdays  

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth your unending day upon us who watch for you, 
that our lips may praise you, our lives may bless you, and our worship on the morrow give you 
glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20,21 


