
Sunday – Year 1 Proper 20
Morning Prayer

Opening Sentence 

I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."    Psalm 122:1

Versicle and Response 

Lord, open our lips.

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Invitatory

Venite

Come let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son,
And to the Holy Spirit.
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
And will be forever. Amen.

Psalms
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1 The Lord is King;
he has put on splendid apparel; *
the Lord has put on his apparel
and girded himself with strength.

2 He has made the whole world so sure *
that it cannot be moved;



3 Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; *
you are from everlasting.

4 The waters have lifted up, O Lord,
the waters have lifted up their voice; *
the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

5 Mightier than the sound of many waters,
mightier than the breakers of the sea, *
mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

6 Your testimonies are very sure, *
and holiness adorns your house, O Lord,
for ever and for evermore.
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1 Sing to the Lord a new song; *
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; *
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.

4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the Lord who made the heavens.

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!

7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the Lord honor and power.

8 Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.

9 Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! *
he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity."



11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the Lord when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.

13 He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Reading

2 Kings 4:8-37

One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman lived, who urged him to have a 
meal. So whenever he passed that way, he would stop there for a meal. She said to her husband, ‘Look, 
I am sure that this man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God. Let us make a small roof 
chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so that he can stay there 
whenever he comes to us.’ 

One day when he came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there. He said to his servant 
Gehazi, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ When he had called her, she stood before him. He said to him, 
‘Say to her, Since you have taken all this trouble for us, what may be done for you? Would you have a 
word spoken on your behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ She answered, ‘I live among
my own people.’ He said, ‘What then may be done for her?’ Gehazi answered, ‘Well, she has no son, 
and her husband is old.’ He said, ‘Call her.’ When he had called her, she stood at the door. He said, ‘At 
this season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.’ She replied, ‘No, my lord, O man of God; do not 
deceive your servant.’ 

The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had declared to her. 

When the child was older, he went out one day to his father among the reapers. He complained to his 
father, ‘Oh, my head, my head!’ The father said to his servant, ‘Carry him to his mother.’ He carried 
him and brought him to his mother; the child sat on her lap until noon, and he died. She went up and 
laid him on the bed of the man of God, closed the door on him, and left. Then she called to her 
husband, and said, ‘Send me one of the servants and one of the donkeys, so that I may quickly go to the
man of God and come back again.’ He said, ‘Why go to him today? It is neither new moon nor 
sabbath.’ She said, ‘It will be all right.’ Then she saddled the donkey and said to her servant, ‘Urge the 
animal on; do not hold back for me unless I tell you.’ So she set out, and came to the man of God at 
Mount Carmel.

When the man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, ‘Look, there is the Shunammite 
woman; run at once to meet her, and say to her, Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child
all right?’ She answered, ‘It is all right.’ When she came to the man of God at the mountain, she caught 
hold of his feet. Gehazi approached to push her away. But the man of God said, ‘Let her alone, for she 
is in bitter distress; the Lord has hidden it from me and has not told me.’ Then she said, ‘Did I ask my 
lord for a son? Did I not say, Do not mislead me?’ He said to Gehazi, ‘Gird up your loins, and take my 



staff in your hand, and go. If you meet anyone, give no greeting, and if anyone greets you, do not 
answer; and lay my staff on the face of the child.’ Then the mother of the child said, ‘As the Lord lives, 
and as you yourself live, I will not leave without you.’ So he rose up and followed her. Gehazi went on 
ahead and laid the staff on the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. He came back to 
meet him and told him, ‘The child has not awakened.’ 

When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So he went in and closed the 
door on the two of them, and prayed to the Lord. Then he got up on the bed* and lay upon the child, 
putting his mouth upon his mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and while he 
lay bent over him, the flesh of the child became warm. He got down, walked once to and fro in the 
room, then got up again and bent over him; the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his 
eyes. Elisha* summoned Gehazi and said, ‘Call the Shunammite woman.’ So he called her. When she 
came to him, he said, ‘Take your son.’ She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground; then she 
took her son and left. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Canticle 16 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;*
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,*
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies,*
from the hands of all who hate us. 

he promised to show mercy to our fathers*
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,*
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear,*
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,*
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation*
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God*
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,*
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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Reading 

Acts 9:10-31

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He 
answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen 
in a vision* a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ 
But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 
your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 
name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name 
before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must 
suffer for the sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul* 
and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food,
he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in
the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him were amazed and said, ‘Is not this 
the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here
for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?’ Saul became increasingly more 
powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus* was the Messiah.* 

After some time had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul. They 
were watching the gates day and night so that they might kill him; but his disciples took him by night 
and let him down through an opening in the wall,* lowering him in a basket. 

When he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples; and they were all afraid of him, for 
they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, brought him to the apostles, and 
described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and how in 
Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. So he went in and out among them in Jerusalem, 
speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. He spoke and argued with the Hellenists; but they were 
attempting to kill him. When the believers* learned of it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent 
him off to Tarsus. 

Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and was built up. Living in 
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Canticle 21 

You are God: we praise you;
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;
You are the eternal Father:
All creation worships you.
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
The glorious company of apostles praise you.
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The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;
Father, of majesty unbounded,
your true and only Son, worthy of all worship,
and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.
You, Christ, are the king of glory,
the eternal Son of the Father.
When you became man to set us free
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.
You overcame the sting of death
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.
We believe that you will come and be our judge.
Come then, Lord, and help your people,
bought with the price of your own blood,
and bring us with your saints
to glory everlasting. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit*
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Apostle's Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,



your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Suffrages 

Show us your mercy, O Lord;

And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;

Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;

For only in you can we live in safety.

Lord, keep this nation under your care;

And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let your way be known upon earth;

Your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;

Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Create in us clean hearts, O God;

And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

Collect of the Day: Pentecost, proper 20

Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now, while
we are placed among things which are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

A Collect for Sundays

O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and 
exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

For Mission



Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 
sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your 
holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayers and Intercessions

Let us pray now for our own needs and those of others.

 

General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all your 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for your immeasurable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may show 
forth your praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by
walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

Benediction 

Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.
Romans 15:13
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