
 
 

 
 

Evening Prayer 

Wednesday after  the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” darkness is 
not dark to you, O Lord; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both 
alike. 

Psalm 139:10,11 

Confession of Sin  

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Invitatory and Psalter BCP p. 117 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 
People O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
Alleluia. 

O Gracious Light  

O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and 
blessed!  Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold the vesper light, we 
sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  You are worthy at all times to be 
praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of Life, and to be glorified through all the 
worlds. 



 
 

 
 

Psalm 119: Ayin BCP p. 773 

I have done what is just and right; * 
do not deliver me to my oppressors. 

Be surety for your servant’s good; * 
let not the proud oppress me. 

My eyes have failed from watching for your salvation * 
and for your righteous promise. 

Deal with your servant according to your loving-kindness * 
and teach me your statutes. 

I am your servant; grant me understanding, * 
that I may know your decrees. 

It is time for you to act, O LORD, * 
for they have broken your law. 

Truly, I love your commandments * 
more than gold and precious stones. 

I hold all your commandments to be right for me; * 
all paths of falsehood I abhor. 

Psalm 119: Pe BCP p. 774 

Your decrees are wonderful; * 
therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

When your word goes forth it gives light; * 
it gives understanding to the simple. 

I open my mouth and pant; * 
I long for your commandments. 

Turn to me in mercy, * 
as you always do to those who love your Name. 

Steady my footsteps in your word; * 
let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

Rescue me from those who oppress me, * 
and I will keep your commandments. 

Let your countenance shine upon your servant * 
and teach me your statutes. 

My eyes shed streams of tears, * 
because people do not keep your law. 

Psalm 119: Sadhe BCP p. 774 

You are righteous, O LORD, * 
and upright are your judgments. 

You have issued your decrees * 
with justice and in perfect faithfulness. 

My indignation has consumed me, * 
because my enemies forget your words. 

Your word has been tested to the uttermost, * 
and your servant holds it dear. 

I am small and of little account, * 
yet I do not forget your commandments. 



 
 

 
 

Your justice is an everlasting justice * 
and your law is the truth. 

Trouble and distress have come upon me, * 
yet your commandments are my delight. 

The righteousness of your decrees is everlasting; * 
grant me understanding, that I may live. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Lesson Acts 21:15-26 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

After these days we got ready and started to go up to Jerusalem. Some of the disciples from 
Caesarea also came along and brought us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, 
with whom we were to stay. When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us warmly. 
The next day Paul went with us to visit James; and all the elders were present. After greeting 
them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his 
ministry. When they heard it, they praised God. Then they said to him, “You see, brother, how 
many thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and they are all zealous for the law. They 
have been told about you that you teach all the Jews living among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, 
and that you tell them not to circumcise their children or observe the customs. What then is to 
be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. So do what we tell you. We have four men 
who are under a vow. Join these men, go through the rite of purification with them, and pay for 
the shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told 
about you, but that you yourself observe and guard the law. But as for the Gentiles who have 
become believers, we have sent a letter with our judgment that they should abstain from what 
has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication.” 
Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having purified himself, he entered the temple with 
them, making public the completion of the days of purification when the sacrifice would be 
made for each of them.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

12. A Song of Creation Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

I    The Cosmic Order 



 
 

 
 

Glorify the Lord, you angels and all powers of the Lord, * 
O heavens and all waters above the heavens. 

Sun and moon and stars of the sky, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, every shower of rain and fall of dew, * 
all winds and fire and heat. 

Winter and Summer, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O chill and cold, * 
drops of dew and flakes of snow 

Frost and cold, ice and sleet, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O nights and days, * 
O shining light and enfolding dark. 

Storm clouds and thunderbolts, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

II    The Earth and its Creatures 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
O whales and all that move in the waters. 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
and all you flocks and herds. 

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

III    The People of God 

Let the people of God glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 



 
 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed BCP p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Prayers  

 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages A  



 
 

 
 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Jerome, Priest, and Monk of Bethlehem, 420 

O God, who gave us the holy Scriptures as alight to shine upon our path: Grant us, after the 
example of your servant Jerome, so to learn of you according to your holy Word, that we may 
find the Light that shines more and more to the perfect day; even Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever.  Amen. 

A Collect for Protection  

O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those who labor, and the 
repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of the day that is past, and humbly ask for 
your protection through the coming night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him 
who died and rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mission  

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom BCP p. 102 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 



 
 

 
 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your 
truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Ephesians 3:20,21 


